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Uniquely placed, Stoke-on-

Trent and Staffordshire 

is benefiting enormously 

from a combination of

excellent transport links, 

a highly skilled labour pool

and a host of high quality

facilities that offer major 

cost savings on established

City Centre locations.

It is also enjoying the level and 
quality of investment befitting a
destination that is set for major
growth and flagship projects.

None moreso than Stoke-on-Trent’s
62,000 sqft Business District, which
will not only be a hub for professional
services activity, but a major draw for
organisations looking to set up a base
between Birmingham and Manchester.

Southern Staffordshire, which includes
towns such as Burton upon Trent,
Cannock, Lichfield and Tamworth, is
also making headlines. Speculative
office developments are at the highest
level for some time, with an estimated
250,000 sq ft of space set for
construction by 2008, most of which
will be units of less than 10,000 sq ft. 

Once complete, there will be a wide
variety of facilities for companies tired
of high rental costs, a lack of parking
spaces and road congestion.

A new contender has just

entered the professional

services market… 

A rising star in Professional Services

* A population of over 1 million people

* An emerging location for 

high quality businesses and professional services

* High quality of life
offering rural and urban living

* Highly accessible location
at the heart of the motorway network
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Education provision highly geared

to improving business excellence

Companies have access to 

a wide range of property

options within the 

Stoke-on-Trent and

Staffordshire region,

including City Centre, 

town locations and

business parks.

Throughout the area, the quality of
business accommodation is high and
enjoys extremely favourable rental
costs when compared to national
rivals. In fact, recent research
estimates that in some parts of 
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire rates
are up to 41% lower than

Manchester, 50% lower than

Birmingham and a massive 

82% lower than London. 

Communications for all professional
services firms are essential and the
facilities here are simply outstanding. 

Many sites benefit from dual power
and diverse routing, which is important
to a wide range of business activities.
In addition, Stoke-on-Trent is located
on one of the UK’s main fibre optic
cable links, with this new technology
offering real financial savings and
proving a perfect vehicle for creating a
main base linked to regional offices.

Prime business communications

and infrastructure advantages 
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High quality educational

support begins at primary

school and runs right through

to nationally recognised

levels of advanced research in

our colleges and universities.  

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire’s
great business strengths are
personified by its two universities,
both nationally recognised as
outstanding in the fields of law,
accounting, business
management and media.

Staffordshire University, which has
been rated as ‘Excellent’ by the Law
Society, has three campuses –
Lichfield, Stafford and Stoke-on-Trent.
It is home to over 15,000 students,
operates one of the largest IT and 
New Technology schools in the UK 
and has a strong commitment to
investing in the latest facilities and
building strong links with the regional
business community.

Expansion and success is also being
enjoyed at Keele, where the University
recently saw student figures rise past
the 7000 mark for the first time in its
history. Keele’s provision in law,
criminology and politics has been
awarded the highest possible
5* RAE Rating.

Expertise

Tamworth, Lichfield and Stoke-on-Trent
Colleges are recognised as Centres of
Vocational Excellence (CoVE) for
Business and Professional Services, with
Tamworth rated in the top 5% of the
country’s Further Education colleges.

There are currently nine CoVEs across
the County, setting colleges at the very
forefront of regional business training
establishments, offering a wide range
of professional management courses to
assist local workforces. Here,
companies can access the best in
management, leadership and business
programmes locally, closing skills gaps
in business and professional services
and technical and administrative
support for legal executives.

Few areas can match Stoke-on-Trent
and Staffordshire for our ability to link
academia with business and vice
versa. This is strengthened by the
proposed plans for the first ever
University Quarter– a £100m project to
co-locate provision within Staffordshire
University’s Stoke-on-Trent Campus,
Stoke-on-Trent College and Stoke-on-
Trent Sixth Form College.inEducation
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SucceSS, which is open to

businesses and individuals 

in Burton upon Trent,

Cannock, Lichfield, South

Staffordshire and Tamworth,

is the brand name of an

exciting new initiative aimed

at promoting the professional

services sector in 

Southern Staffordshire. 

SucceSS is committed to supporting
companies who think cost, transport
infrastructure and quality of life, good
reasons to relocate to the area, and
will be instrumental in developing a
business arena already identified as
presenting considerable wealth and
employment opportunities.

The initiative is already acting as a
focal point when attracting new
business to the area and is a
considerable ‘selling point’ for 
firms considering moving into
Southern Staffordshire.

SucceSS believes that by bringing
diverse providers from this sub-region
together and pooling knowledge, 
skills and experiences, those same
crucial services can be delivered 
better, quicker and, most 
importantly, cheaper.

The initiative’s ethos – ‘excellence is
achieved through a competitive price
and value for money’ – has already
helped it grow rapidly and secure a
host of new business opportunities 
for its expanding membership.

Case Study Ansons LLP
A progressive law firm has more reason than most to

celebrate the arrival of the M6 Toll Road after landing 

new business as a result of improved transport links 

and greater communication.

Ansons LLP, which employs 70 people across its two offices 
in Lichfield and Cannock, has won contracts from large
companies in the Birmingham area and is continuing to build
on its reputation for providing high technical expertise in
commercial property, employment law, corporate transactions
and planning legislation.

Sarah Popp, Partner, believes its location in the heart of
Staffordshire offers a whole host of benefits:

“We are in a very enviable position when you consider 
how central we are to the motorway network and the 
much-improved rail service, which means we can now be 
in London in just over 1 hour 30 minutes.”

She went on to add: “Increasingly, lawyers are beginning to
favour working in smaller practices, out of the way of the
congested City Centres and their expensive parking charges.
Lichfield, with its unique heritage and charm, puts us in a
good position to attract and retain some of the best
professionals in our field.”

Ansons currently lists Lloyds TSB , Serco Group Plc, British
Chambers of Commerce and Wolverhampton and Dudley
Breweries amongst its client base.

For business and professional

services, we offer SucceSS

Southern Staffordshire has

developed a unique offering

that is attracting major

interest from professional

services.

While it undoubtedly enjoys being next
door to Birmingham, the area offers an
alternative working environment and
quality of life that is becoming ever
more popular within the marketplace. 

The introduction of the M6 Toll Road has
also created a new transport corridor,
with Burton upon Trent, Cannock,
Lichfield and Tamworth all benefiting
from improved road links and unrivalled
speculative development.

In fact, it is anticipated that over
250,000 sq ft of office space – 
in sizes to suit all requirements – 
will be available by 2008 and will
surely follow in the footsteps of the
hugely successful Burntwood Business
Village and Centrum 100. 

The new developments include
Morston Court (Kingswood Lakeside,
Cannock), which is immediately
adjacent to the M6 Toll.

Already located in the area are banks,
accountants, stockbrokers, financial
services and property developers.

Southern Staffordshire is also enjoying
a growth in the number of
organisations relocating here due to
workers being ‘in and out’ for the
majority of the day.

As the term suggests, this relates to
employees who are constantly moving
between their office and clients, and
thus prefer ease of access and ample
parking space to the inconvenience
and cost of the big commercial centres’
congested streets.  

A unique recipe of

business benefits…

OPPORTUNITIES IN SOUTHERN STAFFORDSHIRE

Southern Staffordshire

* Half a million people with easy access 

to the West Midlands Conurbation

* At the hub of an excellent

communications network 

* Access to a large pool of graduates

from Universities, such as Staffordshire, 

Birmingham, Aston, Warwick, 

UCE and Wolverhampton

* More than 800 business and professional 

service companies already located in the area

* Major speculative office build projects 

underway, with over 250,000 sq ft of 

space set to be created.



Newcastle-under-Lyme

Newcastle-under-Lyme is beginning 
to enjoy the benefits of a dynamic
business environment, guided by an
action plan that promises to realise an
exciting urban vision.

The availability of attractive premises 
has already played a major role in the
borough’s prominence as home to a 
well-established ‘professional quarter’
and this can only grow with a six strong
list of developments set to spearhead the
traditional market town’s transformation.

Besides building on the retail and
educational offer, there is strong
emphasis on creating a live-work
quarter, which will see significant
investment channelled into modern
office accommodation and
apartment living.

Entertainment and a growing café
culture will also be harnessed in an
attempt to retain graduates and attract
even more interest from professional
services firms looking to join the likes
of Knight and Sons, Hacker Young and
Moore Stephens.

Stafford

Going forward, Stafford will look 
to capitalise on the success of
Staffordshire Technology Park, with a
further 200,000 sq ft of office space 
set to be built around town centre
redevelopment sites.

This builds on the development’s
reputation as the largest office scheme
between Birmingham and Manchester. 

Introducing FineST

Established in February 2005, FineST
is the network for professional 
services firms in North Staffordshire
representing the area’s most dynamic
and successful practitioners.

Members, who include multi-nationals,
household names and specialist
providers, enjoy a first point of
reference for dedicated expertise, and
benefit from the promotion of joint
collaboration to provide a unique blend
of skills for winning new business.

FineST helps in:

* Raising profiles and improving 

the image of the sector

* Creating opportunities for 

networking and new business

* Lobbying local, regional and 

national organisations and

key figures

* Facilitating information sharing,

joint working and sharing 

best practice

* Addressing barriers to growth, 

such as recruitment, training 

and skills gaps

A guide to professional 

services in the North
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Stoke-on-Trent and

North Staffordshire

Over 1450 businesses and

professional services

organisations - the second

largest concentration in the

West Midlands - are currently

located in the area, comprising

banks, accountants and

stockbrokers, civil engineers,

marketing agencies and

commercial property agents. 

All of these companies have made full
use of the central location and
excellent business infrastructure, not
to mention increasingly favourable
operating costs considerably lower
than in Birmingham, Manchester,
London and the South East.

They have also tapped into a
substantial ‘drive to work’ labour pool,
with many skilled professionals
deciding to embrace the unique
atmosphere of North Staffordshire over
congested roads, high living costs and
lack of available parking space.

Stoke-on-Trent

Driven by the Central Business District,
Stoke-on-Trent is entering a major
period of development in the field of
professional services.

The 62,000 sq metres of high quality
office-led and mixed use space will
provide the City and surrounding areas
with a much-awaited central focus for
firms seeking a viable alternative to
the more expensive locations of
Birmingham and Manchester.

And the future looks even brighter. 
The Stoke-on-Trent city region is
currently being transformed by one of
the UK’s most extensive and dynamic
investment programmes.

In excess of £2bn of public and private
sector funding will go on new housing
alone, whilst a number of ambitious
plans will create huge inward
investment opportunities and a whole
new retail, leisure and lifestyle offering
for visitors, businesses and
local people. 

Case Study

Wardell Armstrong LLP

One of the UK’s leading environmental and engineering

consultancies is relishing its recent move to modern offices

in Stoke-on-Trent.

Wardell Armstrong LLP, which has seven regional bases across
the UK, employs 130 people at its Festival Park headquarters
and is responsible for providing industry leading services to
clients in construction, property, mining, energy, waste and
professional services.

Colin Brown, Managing Director, explained: “There are lots of
benefits attached with this central location, such as excellent
road and rail links to the North, South, West and East of
the County.

“Our offices in Stoke-on-Trent carry a rental fee, which is
probably half of what it would be in Birmingham and
Manchester. It is also based in an area that has lower house
prices and beautiful rural countryside, two desirable attributes
when looking to recruit high grades of staff.”

Wardell Armstrong, which works on projects throughout the
world, is expecting the move to play a significant role in both
its domestic and international expansion.

* Conurbation of more than 400,000 people

* At the hub of an excellent

communications network

* Largest cluster of professional services 

firms outside of Birmingham

* Property costs can be up to 50% lower

than Birmingham and Manchester

* Home to Staffordshire Technology Park in 

Stafford, the largest office location between 

Birmingham and Manchester



The County has a wealth of

exciting social and nightlife

opportunities, award-winning

restaurants, great music and

drama – and at Weston Park,

the spectacular V Festival

hosting top bands from

across the world.

The sporting life. 

Around half the UK’s premiership soccer
clubs - including Aston Villa, Liverpool
and Manchester - are within an hour and
a half’s drive, whilst Port Vale, Stoke City
and Wolverhampton Wanderers continue
to enjoy resurgences.

Staffordshire is in easy reach of the
cricket at Trent Bridge, Edgbaston and
Old Trafford, while for golfers, the
famous Belfry is just down the road. 

We’re also home to Uttoxeter Race Course,
home of the Midlands Grand National. 

Discover the outdoors. 

The Peak District National Park is 
waiting to be explored, Burton upon
Trent is the capital of the National 
Forest and Cannock Chase is home to

Britain’s largest herd of fallow deer and
other wildlife.

The Impressive Trentham Gardens is 
750 acres of parkland, woodland, lakes,
an award winning Italian Garden, a
unique shopping village and the UK’s 
first ever monkey forest. 

Fun for all the family. 

There’s thrills and excitement at Alton
Towers, Drayton Manor, Waterworld 
and the famous Tamworth Snowdome.

Culture and nightlife. 

The vibrant city centre of Lichfield,
with its magnificent three spired
Cathedral, offers a wealth of excellent
restaurants, bars and the highly
regarded Garrick Theatre.

For those who enjoy nightlife, the
centres of Stoke-on-Trent and
Newcastle-under-Lyme are home 
to traditional pubs, cosmopolitan 
wine bars and a number of
sophisticated restaurants covering 
a variety of cuisine.

Stoke-on-Trent is also an international
tourist destination based on its
worldwide reputation for ceramics.

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire, 

so many opportunities to enjoy life

Stoke-on-Trent and

Staffordshire offers

outstanding road and rail

links to and from all parts of

the country. 

Ideally situated along the M6 corridor
between Birmingham and Manchester,
the area also benefits from the
logistical advantages of the M6 toll,
the UK’s newest motorway and a
gateway to the Southern part of the
West Midlands. 

By rail, direct train services to London
Euston are frequent and take just over
1 hour 30 minutes at peak times, whilst
both Manchester and Birmingham can
be reached in under an hour.  

Completing the transport advantages
of Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire is
its location in the middle of four major
international airports in Birmingham,
Manchester, Liverpool John Lennon and
Nottingham East Midlands. All are
easily accessed via the extensive road
and rail network.  

Excellent road, rail and air links make this a supremely

convenient business location at the heart of the UK
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